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Alpha Series Home Theater Speaker System

tal cabinet sized for set-top placement. The
Alpha B has identical drivers, too, but only
one of each. It has both threaded-insert
hardware and keyhole slots on the back to
make wall-mounting easier. All the main
speakers in this system share simple, clean
lines set off by subtly curved front baffles
and handsome metal grilles. The SubSonic
5, in contrast, is about as plain a black box
as you'll find: square, unadorned, and basic,
with a cloth grille.

Setup for this PSB sextet was simple.
The Alpha Ts come with both screw-in
spikes and rubber feet; for my carpeted
studio I used the spikes. Since the Alpha T
is shorter than typical “tower” speakers, its
acoustic center is a good bit lower than I'm
accustomed to, so I tilted both towers back
a little by adjusting their floor spikes. The
Alpha C went on top of my 30-inch wide-
screen TV and the surrounds on high side
shelves slightly behind the main listening
position, aimed inward and a bit to the
back. I put the SubSonic 5 just behind and
to the right of the left front Alpha T, a sub-

hen Canadian maker PSB in-
troduced its original Alpha

bookshelf speaker in 1991, it ALPHA T ALPHA C ALPHA B SUBSONIC 5
was just another two-way (L/R front) (center) (surround) (subwoofer)
an un- TWEETER Fa-inch %a-inch Fa-inch —
usually good one and an ex- aluminum dome aluminum dome  aluminum dome
ceptional value. But in the ensuing decade, WOOFER two 5'4-inch cones two 5V-inch cones  5Ya-inch cone 10 inch cone
e Alpha has evolved into a line of elev ; ‘
the Alp ha has evolved into a line of eleven T S o vented o vented
models, including minis, floor-standers, B i i . i
center speakers, and powered subwoofers. POWER o = = 65 wats
To update us on the current state of affairs INPUTS/ biwirable gold-plated gold-plated line-level and gold-
in Alpha-ville, PSB sent along a mix-and- OUTPUS bgé:j\d-plaiecz binding posts binding posts  plated blindilng-ﬁOSt
: = : inding posts speaker-level-
match collection of its Alpha series speak- " inpufs binding-post
ers suitable for a home theater system — a mgh pass output
couple of Alpha T floor-standing speakers pimeNsiONS 6% x35%x12  17%x6%x0% 6% x11%x9% 12%x16% X 14
as the front left/right pair, an Alpha C cen- (WxHxD) inches inches inches |nches
ter s!)cukcr. Lmq a pair of Alpha B book- LT 86 poonds 15pounds 9 pounds o pounds
shelf speakers for the surrounds — plus a i -~
SubSonic 5 subwoofer. All but the sub are FINISH black ash or : black ash VInyI : black ash or ; black ash vmyl
brand-new models “ghl Cheﬂy me - sian A
The Alpha T has a somewhat unusual BRlce $549 a palr $229 $249 a pair $449

driver layout that puts the tweeter between
two woofers. The Alpha C is very similar
— same drivers, but in a smaller, horizon-

Total: $1,476

MANUFACTURER PSB Speakers, Dept. S&V, 633 Granite Ct., Pickering, Ontario L1W 3K1;

www.psbspeakers.com; 800-263-464






